City of Morristown
Best Little Town By A "Dam Site"

Box 362
Morristown, MN 55052
(507) 685-2302

MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeti ng
January 2, 1996
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Tuesday, January 2, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke.
Council members
present were Harlan Mel chert, Phil Wegner and Rick Vollbrec'nt.
Council member Dale Dulas was absent.
Also present were Virginia
Schmidtke, City Clerk; Ernie Nordmeier, Fire Chief; Chuck Kreni k,
Treasurer; George Leppert, John Schlie and Larry Dahle
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 4, 1995, the
Truth in Taxation meeting held December 5, 1 995, and the special
^ meeting held December 14, 1995, as printed.
'v~"'

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $5,171.24
the Checking Account and $531,491.93 in the Investment Accounts.

to
in

Motion by Wegner, seconded by Schmidtke and earned
approve the police report for December as submitted,

to

unanimously

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and earned unanimously to
aliovi Randy Baumgard to attend a Use of Force Training seminar in
Faribault January 8, 1996 and to pay his expenses.
A request by Randy Baumgard to attend
Mankato on March 2, 1996 was denied.

a

Bomb

Threat

Seminar

in

Motion by Melchert. seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to
accept the Fire Department report for the month of December, 1995,
which showed the Fire Department responded to one city fire call, two
rural rescue calls and two city rescue calls,

.

Darrel Hopman was present and reported that a committee of th6 Fire
Department is preparing a constitution and by-laws for the Fire
Department.
He asked that the council informally approve the
provision concerning changes to the structure of Fire Department
officers so the officers can be elected at the annual meeting to be
held January 8, 1996. Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and
carried unanimously to formally approve the change of Fire Department
officers as presented.
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Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the maintenance report for December as printed.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve a request from Ryan Mogard to attend the annual Minnesota
Rural Water Association Technical Conference, March 5 - 7, 1996 in
St. Cloud and to pay the registration fee, mileage and lodging.
Virginia Schmidtke reported that the following items were addressed
at the Zoning Board meeting held December 28, 1935:
1. A motion was approved to stop' a building procedure until a Zoning
Permit is issued.
2. The Zoning Board expects Larry Dah1e to present additional
details concerning the platting of Cable's Addition directly to
the city counci1.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
accept Zoning Board report as presented.
A letter was received from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
regarding questions they have concerning the wastewater treatment
facility plan. Rick Vollbrecht seated that Kelly Y'ahnke, Bolton and
Menk , Inc., will take care of addressing the concerns.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Mel chert and carried unanimously to
pay the claims, and accounts totaling $3,207.37 from the General Fund,
$1,040.95 from the Morristown Fire Department Fund, $20 from the
Water Fund and $737.16 from the Sanitary Sewer Operations Fund.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to pay
"the late claims totaling $5,526.94 from the Genera1 Fund, $1 3,573.20
from the Morri stown Fi re Department Fund and $102.31 from the
Sanitary Sewer Operations Fund,
R-ck Vollbrecht reported that he discussed the request from Darrel
Hoc-man to open 3rd Street S.W. from Main Street one block south and
the alley in Block 20 extending west from 4th Street S.W. with Darrel
and that Darrel does not want the road improved at this time but he
wants the neighbors to be aware that the road and alley is a platted
road and alley and may be used for travel.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
accept the low bid of $995 from Larson Electric to wire the new
generator at the wastewater plant. The bids were as follows:
Cedar Lake Electric, Inc.
$2,110.00
Park Electric Inc.
$1,745.00
Larson Electric, Inc.
$ 995.00
Discussion was held concerning whether or not to sell
sleeper. It was decided not to sell it.

the

Sweepster
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Discussion was held concerning a complaint that the Community Hall
was left in a mess following the children's Christmas party sponsored
by the American Legion, It was suggested that a letter be sent to
the-American Legion reminding them that non-profit organizations that
do not pay rent are to clean the Hall after it is used.
No action
was taken.
Mayor Schmidtke reported that specifications for remodeling
Community Hall will be presented at the February meeting.

the

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Mel chert and carried to nominate
Doreen Lietzau to the Zoning Board,
Counci1 members voted as
follows: Mel chert, schmidtke and'Vol1brecht, yes; Wegner, no,

C

Motion by Schmidtke, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimous
approve the 1996 council appointments as presented:
Official Depositor
State Bank of Morristown
Publi c Health
Rice County Environmental bsrvic0s
Official Newspaper
Faribault Daily News
Police Officer
Randy Baumgard
City Clerk
Virginia Schmidtke
City Treasurer
Charles Krenik
City Attorney
Kurt Fischer
Acting Mayor
Rick Vo11brscht
Animal control Officer
Harlan Melchert
Community Education
Rick Vollbrecht
Communi ty Hal 1
Harlan Melchert
Fire Commissioner
Edward Schmidtke
Police Commissioner
Edward Schmidtke
Street Commissioner
Ph i1 Wegner
Park Commissioner
Dal e Dul as
Water Commissioner
Rick Vol 1brecht
Sanitary Sewer/Solid Waste
Ri ck Vol 1brecht
Weeds/T rees
Dal e Dul as
Emergency Management Directc
Michae1 Pudwi11
Ri chard Sammon, omrnissioner
Zoning Board Members
Lawrence Wil e
Steve Felix
Jeff Wenker
George Leppert
Doreen Lietzau
Virginia Schmidtke. Secretary
Morristown Economic
George Leppert
Development Commission
Loren Dahle
Paul Winkelman
Virginia Dahle
Jeffrey Wenker
Jerry Pineur
Jim Warnemunde
Virginia Schmidtke

(
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Revolving Loan Fund

Jim Buscho
George Leppert
Reuben Krause
Phil Wegner, Alternate
Fire Wardens
Ernest Nordmeier
John Schlie
Steve Nordmeier
The following correspondence was received:
A. A letter from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
regarding the 1996 Local Grants Program
B. A letter from MEDICA. Managed Care regarding workman's
compensation costs,
C. A letter from Steve 0'Mai ley. Rice County Administrator regarding
City participation in an Advisory Committee to consider
participation with Goodhue County's composting facility.
D. Notice of a meeting of the Rice County Board of Commissioners
concerning the proposed feedlot ordinance amendment. The meeting
will be held Tuesday, January 9, 1995 at 8:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers in Northfield.
Harlan Mel chert reported that he received complaints of snow on the
/ " sidewalks at 113 and 117 Division Street North.
Mayor Schmidtke
volunteered to contact the owners and remind them of their obligation
to remove the snow.
Motion by Vollbrecht. seconded by Mel chert and carried unanimously to
adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
s-M&OytOib
Virginia
/irginia :Schmidtke
Citv Clerk
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Special Meeting
January 22, 1996
A special meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, January 22, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke. CounciImembers
present were Dale Dulas, Harlan Melchert, Rick Vollbrecht and Phil
Wegner. Also present were Virginia Schmidtke, Clerk; Richard
Schaefer, Building Inspector; Darrel Hopman, Jack O'Rourke, Larry
Dahle and Todd Meschke.
Richard Schaefer was present to review the State Building Code and
present examples of computing fees based on valuation of a house
garage and basement so the council can determine whether they want to
adopt the State Building Code and, if so, what code fees to charge.
The ramifications of adopting the Building Code was discussed by all
present.
Mr. Schaefer also gave a sample of the Northfield Ordinance and a
copy of a "Work for Hire Agreement" between RCS Investments and the
City of Morristown for the council to study.
It was suggested that the council meet again to discuss the matter.
It was decided to set a meeting date at the regular meeting to be
held February 4, 1996.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried to adjourn.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk

City of Morristown
Best Little Town By A "Dam Site"

Box 362
Morristown, MN 55052
(507) 685-2302

MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
February 5, 1996
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, February 5, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke.
Council members
present were Dale Dulas, Harlan Melchert, Phil Wegner and Rick
Vollbrecht. Also present were Virginia Schmidtke, City Clerk; Ernie
Nordmeier, Fire Chief; Vivian Dulas, Doreen Lietzau and Larry Dahle.
Treasurer Chuck Krenik was absent.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 2, 1996 and
the special meeting held January 22, 1996, as printed.
Motion by Melchert, seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $3,764.68 in
the Checking Account and $533,903.53 in the Investment Accounts.
Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried
approve the police report for January as submitted.

unanimously

to

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
allow Randy Baumgard to attend a Domestic Violence Harassment seminar
in Mankato April 22, 1996 and that the hours he attends the class be
considered part of his normal working day.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to
allow Randy Baumgard to attend an Accident Investigation refresher
course at the Rice County Law Enforcement Center March 14, 1996 and
that it be part of an eight hour day shift.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the Fire Department Officers as elected at the Firemen's
annual meeting January 14, 1996. The officers include Fire Chief
Ernest Nordmeier, Assistant Fire Chief John Schlie, Secretary Leon
Gregor and Training Officer Darrel Hopman.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to accept
the Fire Department report for the month of January, 1996, as
presented.

(
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Motion by Vol 1brecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the maintenance report for January as submitted.
Lengthy discussion was held concerning what to charge those who allow
their water meters and water lines to freeze and break.
Motion by
Melchert, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously that the owner
shall incur all costs to repair frozen water lines from the curb box
into the building and the City will incur costs from the curb box to
the main.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
have Visu-Sewer pump the sanitary sewer lift station twice a year
instead of ordering bacteriological enzymes to break down the grease.
Phil Wegner suggested that the compressor shed be extended to cover
the generator at the wastewater plant. Rick Vollbrecht volunteered
to look into it.
Virginia Schmidtke reported that the maintenance truck needs to be
serviced. Ryan Mogard will take care of the matter.
^

Larry Dahle was present and submitted a preliminary plat of South
Dahle Addition which he proposes to develop.
Vollbrecht mentioned
that plans and specifications for sanitary sewer main extensions must
be submitted to and approved by Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
before construction can begin as required by Section 6 of the City's
NPDES permit.
Phil Wegner recommended that the skywatch program be separate from
the emergency management program and asked for authorization to have
a meeting with the skywatch group and be allowed to choose a leader
from within the group. He was granted approval to do so.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
pay the claims and accounts totaling $3,146.52 from the General Fund,
$3,941.21 from the Morristown Fire Department Fund, $228.30 from the
Sanitary Sewer Debt Fund, $21,560.82 from the Water Fund and
$14,427.45 from the Sanitary Sewer Operations Fund.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
pay the late claims totaling $2,096.04 from the General Fund, $83.43
from the Morristown Fire Department Fund, $100 from the Water Fund
and $301.84 from the Sanitary Sewer Operations Fund.

I

Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to pay
a late claim of $4,814.09 from Timm's Trucking, Inc. for snow
removal.

(
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Mayor Schmidtke reported that Ken Trnka has increased his price from
$2,000 to $3,000 for property the City proposes to purchase adjacent
to the south side of the Community Hall.
Schmidtke also presented
plans and specifications for the addition of bathrooms to the
Community Hall. It was decided that Mayor Schmidtke should negotiate
with Mr. Trnka and get a firm price in writing and authorization to
use a portion of Trnka's property during construction.
Dale Dulas stated that he is not receiving a kick back
or
remuneration of any kind from Dick Schaefer or anyone else for asking
Mr. Schaefer to visit with the council concerning implementation of
the State Building Code.
Phil Wegner received authorization to obtain bids to overlay 3rd
Street S.E. from Chestnut to Washington, 3rd Street West from Main
Street to Bloomer Street and 2nd Street from Bloomer Street to the
north end.
Discussion was held concerning off street parking requirements
businesses. Virginia Schmidtke is to look into the matter.

for

Motion by Schmidtke, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously not
to donate to the Dollar's for Scholars Program.
Motion by Vol 1brecht,seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously
approve the 1995 Financial Summary as presented.

to

Motion by Melchert, seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously that
the council members not be included in the Minnesota Workers
Compensation Act coverage and the Personal Accident
Insurance
coverage.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
allow the Channel Inn to use the Community Hall free of charge for a
benefit dinner or dance but not to allow them to sell pull tabs or
sell liquor as they had requested.
A letter and video tape was received from the League
Cites entitled The Complexities of Employment Law.

of

Minnesota

A letter was received from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance
Trust showing the premiums paid and dividends received since 1987.
A letter was received Tom Neuville announcing grant
which protect and enhance natural resources.

funds

available

A notice was received from Rice County Planning and Zoning regarding
information meetings Tuesday, February 27, and February 29, 1996
they are conducting with regard to Rice County's 1990 Comprehensive
Local Water Plan.
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A notice was received from the Association of Small Cities regarding
a Tax Increment and Economic Development Association seminar to be
held February 28, 1996 in New Ulm.
Phil Wegner announced that committees in both the
House
of
Representatives and the Senate approved a bill allowing the City to
pay electricity and maintenance for a street
light
at
the
intersection of County Road 44 and CASH 60.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried
adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk

I

(

unanimously

to
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Special Meeting
February 26, 1996
A special meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, February 26, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke. Counci1 members
present were Dale Dulas, Harlan Melchert and Phil Wegner. Rick
Vollbrecht was absent. Also present were Virginia Schmidtke, Clerk;
Larry Dahle, Dave Meschke, Todd Meschke, Loren Dahle and Tim Strobel.
The council discussed reasons for or against adopting the State
Building Code. It was decided to obtain a list of licensed building
inspectors and visit with staff from area cities to see if they are
enforcing the State Building Code and if not to obtain a copy of
their ordinance and the name of their inspector. It was also decided
to have another special meeting and to set a date at the regular
meeting to be held March 4, 1996.
Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried to adjourn.
meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m

i/KOZL-
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Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
March 4, 1996
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, March 4, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 109
2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke. Council members present
were Dale Dulas, Harlan Melchert, Phil Wegner and Rick Vollbrecht.
Also present were Virginia Schmidtke, City Clerk; Chuck Krenik,
Treasurer; Ernie Nordmeier, Fire Chief; George Leppert, Dennis
Merritt, Darrel Hopman, and John Schlie.
Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 5, 1996 and
the special meeting held February 26, 1996, as printed.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $2,843.28 in
the Checking Account and $462,703.53 in the Investment Accounts.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the police report for February as submitted.
A letter was received from Anthony David requesting a salary increase
of seventy-five cents per hour.
He currently receives $7.25 per
hour. Motion by Wegner to grant David a pay raise as requested. The
motion died for lack of a second.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
advertise for a part-time, on-call police officer with the salary to
be $7.25 per hour.
Motion by Vollbrecht seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to pay
the wages and purchase supplies needed for Randy Baumgard and Anthony
David to attend the 1996 ASP and Chemical Training Course in
Faribault. The hours he attends the training course are to be
considered part of his normal working day.
It was decided that the Fire Department should not sell the 1953
pumper truck until the Council decides whether they are going to
install holding tanks or drying beds at sanitary sewer plant.
(
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Chief Nordmeier said that another city is interested in purchasing
the 1984 rescue truck. It was suggested that the radio in the truck
not be sold but be kept here.
Phil Wegner suggested that the City receive periodic reports from
Bolton and Menk regarding the construction of sludge treatment and
storage facilities.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
accept the Fire Department report for the month of February, 1996, as
presented.
Dennis Merritt was present and requested the Council to pass
resolutions renewing the Fire Relief's gambling license at Archie's
Bar and Snappy's Bar and Grill. Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas
and carried to pass the following resolution:
Resolution 1996-1.
WHEREAS,
the Morristown Firemen's Relief Association has
submitted an application to renew a Class B Gambling Permit License
to conduct gambling at Archie' Bar,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
CITY
COUNCIL
MORRISTOWN, MINNESOTA to approve the application as submitted.

OF

Adopted this 4th day of March, 1996.
Council members voted as follows: Dulas, Vollbrecht,
Wegner voted yes; Melchert abstained from voting.

Schmidtke

Motion by Dulas, seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously
the following resolution:

to

and
pass

Resolution 1996-2
WHEREAS, the Morristown Firemen's Relief Association has
submitted an application to renew a Class B Gambling Permit License
to conduct gambling at Snappy Dan's Bar and Grill,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
CITY
COUNCIL
MORRISTOWN, MINNESOTA to approve the application as submitted.
Adopted this 4th day of March, 1996.
All Council members present voted yes to the question.

OF

(

Council Minutes, March 4, 1996

Page 3

Darrel Hopman reviewed a proposal from the Fire Department executive
committee which recommends that contract rates to townships protected
by the Morristown Fire Department be increased 3.5% in 1997 and 3.5%
in 1998 to equalize the city's expenses. The proposed contract rates
are:
Morristown Township
Warsaw Township
Shieldsville Township
Blooming Grove Township
Deerfield Township
City Share
BUDGET TOTAL

Current
$ 4,200
6 ,500
2,200
1 ,300
500
28,281
$42,981

1 996
$ 6,816
9,139
4,492
2 , 1 69
775
19,590
$42,981

1 997
$ 9,106
12,089
5,942
2,869
1 ,025
13,115
$44,056

1 998
$ 9,692
12 ,996
6,388
3,084
1,1 02
11,895
$45,157

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
pursue the contracts with the townships and to report back their
findings. It was decided to send the proposal to the township
officers. If necessary, Edward Schmidtke, Jr. Nordmeier and Darrel
Hopman will meet with the township officers to answer questions they
may have.

U

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the maintenance report for February as submitted.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
the registration fee, lodging and mileage to send Ryan Mogard to
annual wastewater seminar in Bloomington in March.

pay
the

Virginia Schmidtke reported that the following items were addressed
at the Zoning Board meeting held February 29, 1996:
1. It was recommended that Steve Felix and Lawrence Wille be
reappointed to the Zoning Board. Their five year term expired
January 1, 1996.
2. It was decided to send Brad Wenker, Adolph Hagel and Val Krueger
regarding possible zoning ordinance violations.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
reappoint Felix and Wille to the Zoning Board as recommended. Motion
by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to accept
Zoning Board report as presented.

(

Phil Wegner reported that the sky watch committee met and he is the
head of the committee. A training meeting will be held March 19,
1996. Phil requested fire hall keys for the members of the sky watch
committee who are not firemen so they have access to the radio and
equipment when a storm watch has been issued. Motion by Vollbrecht,
seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to issue fire hall keys to
the sky watch committee and to sign the keys out so the Council knows
what keys are out and to who they are issued.
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Phil mentioned that Ed Schmidtke is second in command to Mike Pudwill
in emergency situations.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
issue a key for the maintenance shop to the Fire Chief, the Assistant
Fire Chief and the Training Officer so the Fire Department can use
the city's tools for Fire Department purposes and to be able to shut
off the water fill pipe manually in an emergency.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
pay the printed claims and accounts totaling $2,765.51 from the
General Fund, $233.90 from the Morristown Fire Department Fund and
$1,730.50 from the Sanitary Sewer Debt Fund.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to pay
the late claims totaling $775.74 from the General Fund, $63.79 from
the Morristown Fire Department Fund and $252.97 from the Sanitary
Sewer Operations Fund.

U

Edward Schmidtke reported that Ken Trnka's firm price for the
property south of the Community Hall is $3,000.
Motion by Wegner,
seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to purchase the
property from Truka's. Several changes were made to the plans for
the addition of bathrooms to the Community Hall.
Mayor Schmidtke
will have the plans revised and bring them to the next council
meeting for discussion.
It was decided to have a meeting March 18, 1996, at 7 00
discuss whether or not to adopt the State Building Code.

p.m.

to

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
accept a bid of $350 from Larson Electric Inc. to install the
electrical transfer switch at the Fire Hall.
Dina Nagel submitted her resignation of cleaning the
and the city offices. It was decided to discuss the
March 18, 1996, meeting.

Community Hall
matter at the

Virginia Schmidtke reported that she attended a meeting at the Rice
County Court House regarding computer networking between Rice County
and the six cities in Rice County.
The County will apply for a
shared grant to connect all the cities to the County.
Discussion was held concerning the problem of water standing in
right-of-way if front of the fire hall. It was decided to table
matter until the April or May meeting.
(

the
the

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
allow Randy Baumgard, Virginia Schmidtke and Ryan Mogard to attend

(
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the 1996 Safety and Loss Control Workshop on Wednesday,
1995 in Austin and to pay the registration fees.

April

10,

Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
authorize the police officer on duty to watch the sky from the hill
on Jackson Avenue during a storm warning issued from Rice County.
Dale Dulas reported that he is going to obtain bids for
mower.

a

new

lawn

Darrel Hopman reported that the Morristown Fire Department passed the
new by-laws and asked if the Council would consider the matter on the
March 18, 1996, meeting. It was decided to do so.
A letter and check in the amount of $3,278.75 was received from
Cannon Valley Cablevision which is the franchise fee payment for
1995. Since 1987 Cannon Valley Cablevision has collected $18,910.77
in franchise fees for the City.
A notice was received Roger Storey, Rice County Assessor stating that
the Board of Review meeting will be held May 7, 1996, at 7:30 p.m.
A copy of a letter from Jim Cooper, Regional Hydrologist to Hugh
Valiant, Area Fisheries Manager, was received with regard to removing
stop logs from Schmidtke Dam.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk

(
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Special Meeting
March 18, 1996
A special meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, March 18, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke. Counci1 members
present were Dale Dulas, Harlan Melchert and Phil Wegner. Rick
Vollbrecht arrived at 7:15 p.m. Also present were Virginia
Schmidtke, Clerk; Larry Dahle, Ernie Nordmeier, John Schlie and
Darrel Hopman.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to hire
Karen Schlie to clean the Community Hall and to pay her $50 per
event.
It was decided to let the Fire Department sell the radio with the
1984 rescue truck instead of using it for a base at the fire hall.
The council discussed adopting the State Building Code and heard
reports of what other city's are doing and the fees they are
charging. It was decided to obtain a copy of the State Building Code
and to ask Don Anderson, State Building Code Representative, to
attend a meeting to answer questions the council may have.
Darrel Hopman presented a copy of the Morristown Fire Department
Constitution which was approved by the Fire Department February 12,
1996. The council will review the document and discuss and/or
approve it at the April 1, 1996, council meeting.
The proposed burning ordinance was discussed. The matter was tabled
until the April 1, 1996, meeting because the council did not received
an option from the city attorney,
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried to adjourn.
meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
April 1, 1996
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, April 1, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Counci 1 Chambers at 109
2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke. Council members present
were Dale Dulas, Harlan Melchert and Phil Wegner. A Iso present were
Virgi ni a Schmidtke, City Clerk; Chuck Krenik, Treasurer; Ernie
Nordmei er, Fire Chief; Ryan Mogard, Water/Wastewater Operator, Doreen
Lietzau, H elena Bokelman, Steve Nordmeier, Dave Hube , Larry Dahle,
and Darrel Hopman. Council member Rick Vollbrecht arrived at 8:45
p.m.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 4, 1996 and the
special meeting held March 18, 1996, as printed.
Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $3,604.66
the Checking Account and $460,974.41 in the Investment Accounts.

to
in

unanimously

to

Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried
approve the police report for March as submitted.

Motion by Wegner seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
allow Randy Baumgard to attend a Law Enforcement Interface With
Disaster Management seminar Wednesday, May 1, 1996, in Mankato and to
pay the $15 registration fee.
Motion by Dulas seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously to
allow
Randy Baumgard to attend a Defensive Tactic seminar in Rice County to
and to pay the $75 registration fee but to inform Randy that he must
present more information concerning the seminars he wants to attend
or be at the meeting to answer questions the council may have.
Motion by Melchert, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously
accept the Fire Department report for the month of March, 1996,
presented.

to
as

Ernie Nordmeier reported that he, Ed Schmidtke, Darrel Hopman had met
with the township officers of Morristown, Sheildsville and Warsaw to
answer questions regarding the fire protection contracts.

(
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Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously
approve the Morristown Fire Department Constitution and By-laws
presented.
Motion by Melchert, seconded by Dulas and
approve Kyle Green, Bill Malecha, Mike
Sleeuwenhoek as probationary firefighters.

to
as

carried unanimously to
O'Rourke
and
Travis

Dale Dulas questioned Ryan Mogard as to how the fenders on the
tractor were broken and Phil Wegner mentioned the condition of the
maintenance shop. Motion by Melchert, seconded by Dulas and carried
unanimously to approve the maintenance report for March as presented.
Virginia Schmidtke reported that the following items were addressed
at the Zoning Board meeting held March 28, 1996:
1. It was decided send a letter to Adolph Hagel notifying him that
he must put blacktop or asphalt on his driveway and that he must
remove one of the sheds as he agreed to do and as per the Zoning
Ordinance.
2. A zoning permit was issued to Phil Wegner to install a bay
wi ndow.
3. It was resolved to approve the splitting of the east 81 feet of
the north 11 feet of the south 78 1/2 feet of Lots 14, 15 and 15,
Block 17, Adam and Allen's Addition for the purpose of extending
the Community Hall as per the city attorney's recommendation,
4. Discussion was held concerning the setback requirements to an
alley.
5. Discussion was held concerning a request to operate an
antique/craft shop in the B-1 Highway Commercial District.
6. Larry Dahle questioned whether he could develop four lots in
Dahle Addition that do not require water and sewer
main
extension. It was recommended that the council decide how to
proceed - that they should either grant authority to continue
upon pre-existing conditions or deny and seek legal council.
7. Darrel Hopman was present to ask whether the Zoning Board had any
more concerns about the development of his property abutting
Franklin Street West. He presented a letter dated 1983 from the
Soil Conservation Service stating that all wet soils on his
property can be properly drained into the grade stabilization
structure with the help of subsurface tile.
8. Discussion was held concerning a manufactured home in the mobil
home court which was rejected from Faribault and brought to
Morristown. Also discussed were homes not properly skirted,
rubbish/garbage in the mobil home park and driveways that are not
hard surfaced.
Wegner questioned whether other's who have constructed garages have
complied with the Zoning Ordinance which requires installing hard
surfaced driveways.
Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and
carried unanimously to accept the Zoning Board report as presented.

(
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Larry Dahle stated that he will present his request to
lots in Dahle's Addition at the next council meeting.
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develop

four

Ed Schmidtke reported that Dave Huber may be interested in the
Emergency Management Director's position.
Dave will review the
manual and let the council know of his decision so the matter can be
discussed at a special meeting scheduled April 15, 1996.
Phil Wegner asked whether the council would consider requesting
F.C.C. for a separate frequency for the sky warn committee.

the

Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas to give four people on the
skywarn committee (Phil Wegner, Mike O'Rourke, Jeff Wenker and George
Leppert) authority to activate the Corn-alert system to alert the
community when necessary.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously
install a tower and antenna for skywatch communications.

to

Phil Wegner asked to purchase five magnetic type antennas at a cost
of $60 to be used with the hand held radios. It was suggested that
he request monies from the fire relief gambling fund for the antennas
and radios.
Steve Nordmeier was present and the following Dam Day activities were
addressed:
1. Motion by Melchert, seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously to
celebrate Dam Days May 31st, June 1st and June 2nd.
2. Motion by Melchert, seconded by Dulas and carried to contribute
$500 towards advertising costs. Counci1 members Dulas, Schmidtke
and Melchert voted yes to the question, Wegner voted no.
3. Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
grant the Jaycees a 3.2 beer license.
4. Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
allow the Dam Days committee to extend the beer garden into the
street during the dances but not the rest of the time.
At 8:00 p.m., in accordance with advertised notice, bids for the
construction of an addition to the Morristown Community Hall were
opened and read allowed.
It was determined that two bids were
received. They were $42,725 from Meschke Construction and $87,113
from Healy Construction Company.

(

Helena Bokelman was present and requested that water be diverted away
from her garden when hydrants are flushed. Dulas reported there are
other areas that are being undermined when the hydrants are flushed.
Ryan is to look into the cost of a four inch adaptor and suitable
hoses.

(
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Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to pay
the printed and late claims totaling $5,922.45 from the General Fund,
$1,989.82 from the Morristown Fire Department Fund $780.62 from the
Water Fund and $1,711.97 from the Sanitary Sewer Debt Fund.
Dan Minske was present and introduced Tammy Johnson and Tom Gruidl.
Tammy Johnson is purchasing Snappy Dan's. Motion by Wegner, seconded
by Dulas and carried to transfer the off-sale, on-sale and Sunday
liquor license, cigarette license and games and machines license from
Daniel, Lucille, and Russell Minske to Tammy Johnson effective April
8, 1996. Council members Dulas, Schmidtke and Wegner voted yes to
the question, Melchert abstained from voting.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to allow
Dan to operate without physical evidence of his license during the
transition period.
Mayor Schmidtke report that he discussed the purchase agreement
the property south of the Community Hall with Ken Trnka.

for

Discussion was held concerning remodeling of the Community Hall and
the bids received at 8:00 p.m. It was suggested that Mayor Schmidtke
contact the Morristown Fire Relief Association to see if they would
donate some of their gambling funds to the Community Hall project
since the lowest bid is approximately $17,000 more than in the
Community Hall capital improvement account.
Mayor
Schmidtke
volunteered to contact Dennis Merritt, gambling manager, so the
matter could be discussed at the April 15th meeting.
Ryan Mogard reported that he had to unplug the sump pump at the
Community Hall because it was pumping the water into the sanitary
sewer line. Discussion was held concerning how to route the water to
the storm sewer. Ryan was instructed to work with Larry Dahle to
find the best way to hook it to the storm sewer.
Rick Vollbrecht arrived at this point of the meeting.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously
Resolution 1996-3 adopting Burning Ordinance No. 154.

to

pass

Resolution 1996-3
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MORRISTOWN, MINNESOTA, to
adopt Burning Ordinance 154 entitled "An Ordinance Regulating Open
Burning Within the City of Morristown, Rice County, Minnesota and
Providing for Abatement Thereof as Well as Penalties for Violation"
and to publish it one time in the official newspaper.
Adopted this 1st day of April, 1996.
All council members voted yes to the question.
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Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried to allow
burning by permit from April 12, 1996 through May 20, 1996.
Virginia Schmidtke announced that the annual
licensing clinic will be held April 13, 1996.

dog

open

vaccination

and

Ryan Mogard presented bids of $1,500 from Visu-Sewer and $1,700 from
Buchen Environmental Services to clean and televise 1,000 feet of
sanitary sewer line. Rick Vollbrecht stated that Waterville plans to
have some lines televised and suggested that the two communities
share the travel time. Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert
and carried unanimously to have the lines cleaned and televised at
the best price.
Phil Wegner presented bids of $15,190 from M and W Blacktopping and
$14,500 from Crane Creek Construction Co. to overlay 3rd Street S.E.
from Chestnut to Washington, 3rd Street West from Main to Bloomer,
2nd Street from Bloomer to the north end and West Main from 4th
Street West to the dead end. It was decided that Phil should include
2nd Street S.E. in the bid. The bids will be discussed at the April
15, 1996, meeting.
Ed Schmidtke reported that he received a request to add "During
School Hours" to the no parking signs on Washington Street. Ryan and
Ed were instructed to look into prices for the April 15, 1996,
meeti ng.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert
Virginia Schmidtke vacation as requested.

and

carried

to

grant

Virginia Schmidtke announced that the city council is number fourteen
in the Dam Days parade lineup.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
purchase two study manuals at a cost of $25 from the University of
Minnesota so that Ryan can study and apply for a noncommercial
pesticide applicators license and also to pay the $10 license fee.
Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
accept a bid from Timm's Trucking for street maintenance.services for
the year of April 15, 1996 through April 15, 1997. A copy of the bid
is on file with the city clerk.
It was mentioned that cars are being painted in the Kritzer building.
Randy Baumgard is to look into the matter.
(

The following correspondence was received:
1. A letter from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency notify
Kritzer that he has adequately addressed the petroleum
release at the corner of Franklin and Division Street.

Dale
tank
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A letter announcing the Small Cities Conference to be held August
8th and 9th in Winona.
A letter regarding an Erosion Control Workshop to be held
Thursday, April 25th at the Riverland Technical College in
Fari bault.

Motion by Vollbrecht, seconded by Dulas and carried to adjourn.
Council members Dulas, Melchert, Schmidtke and Vollbrecht voted yes;
Wegner voted no. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

(Jj^tnUas
Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Special Meeting
April 15, 1996
A special meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, April 15, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Assistant Mayor Rick Vollbrecht.
CounciImembers present were Dale Dulas and Harlan Melchert. Edward
Schmidtke and Phil Wegner were absent. Also present were Virginia
Schmidtke, Clerk; Don Anderson, State Building Code Representative;
Larry Dahle and Don Nordmeier.
Don Anderson was present to discuss the State Building Code. Items
discussed were purpose of the building code, permit fees, the need
for a certified building official, items that may be exempt from the
code and other code requirements.
K

^

Motion by Melchert, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
appoint Dave Huber as Emergency Management Director.
Motion by Melchert,, seconded by Dulas and carried unanimously to
grant Randy Baumgard authorization to have the filter and oil changed
on the police car as requested.
Two bids were received to overlay 3rd Street S.E. from Chestnut to
Washington, 3rd Street West from Main to Bloomer, 2nd Street from
Bloomer to the north end, West Main from 4th Street West to the dead
end and 2nd Street from Washington to Chestnut. The bids were
$22,442.50 from Crane Creek Construction, Inc. and $17,690 from M and
W B1acktopping, LLC. Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and
carried unanimoulsy to accept the bid from M and W B1acktopping.
Larry Dahle questioned whether he could develop four lots in
Dahle Addition that do not require water and sewer main extension.
Motion by Dulas, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
contact the city attorney to see whether he can be allowed to develop
four lots before the council adopts the final platt map.
Motion by Melchert, seconded by Dulas and carried to adjourn.
meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m

(

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
May 6, 1996
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, May 6, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 109
2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Edward Schmidtke. Council members present
were Harlan Melchert, Rick Vollbrecht and Phil Wegner.
Council
member Dale Dulas was absent. Also present were Virginia Schmidtke,
City Clerk; Chuck Krenik, Treasurer; Ernie Nordmeier, Fire Chief;
Ryan Mogard, Water/Wastewater Operator, John Schlie, Mark Condon,
Herman Schlie, Darrel Hopman, George Leppert, Gordy Butler, Doreen
Lietzau, Steve Nordmeier, Adolph Hagel, Dave Huber, Larry Dahle, and
Dennis Merritt, Scott Johnson, Steve Kallestad and Mr. and Mrs.
Tesch.
Motion by Melchert, seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 1, 1996 and the
special meeting held April 15, 1996, as printed.
Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $326.23
the Checking Account and $441,531.43 in the Investment Accounts.

to
in

Discussion was held concerning an item on the police report which
states that the city attorney recommends that no one under 21 years
of age be allowed in the beer garden during the Dam Days celebration.
Motion by Melchert, seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously to
allow minors in the beer garden as long as they are not drinking.
Motion by Melchert seconded by Vollbrecht and carried unanimously to
approve the police report for the month of April, 1996, as presented.
Motion by Melchert seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously
purchase a Preliminary Breath Tester at a cost of $334.

to

Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously
accept the Fire Department report for the month of April, 1996,
presented.

to
as

Ernie Nordmeier mentioned that someone is interested in purchasing
the 1953 pumper. Motion by Melchert, seconded by Schmidtke and
carried unanimously that the city does not want the 1953 pumper.

{
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Ernie Nordmeier indicated that the water softener at the fire hall is
not working. It was decided to have it repaired and filled with salt
on a regular basis.
John Schlie was granted permission to leave the shingles for the fire
hall outside while the inside of the new addition is finished.
John
received a bid of $30 per square to shingle the roof.
Motion by
Melchert, seconded by Wegner and carried unanimously to accept the
bid and have the roof shingled rather than rely on volunteer help if
it is approved by the Fire Department,
Darrel Hopman mentioned that there is a humidity problem in the Fire
Hall. Rick Vollbrecht is seeking information on a dehumidifier.

C_,

Darrel Hopman stated that the fire department pagers
and questioned what authority Wegner had to activate
stated that he did not activate the pagers

were activated
them.
Wegner

Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert
sell the 1953 pumper.

unanimously

and

carried

to

Steve Nordmeier, Dam Days Chairman, requested that monies received
from the $25 raffle and the $5 duck pond tickets be donated to the
Dam Days committee. Motion by Wegner, seconded by Melchert and
carried unanimously to submit a governmental request to the Fire
Relief Association and to donate the proceeds of the raffle and duck
pond to the Dam Days committee.
Scott Johnson was present and informed the council that beginning
June 1st five channels will be added to the cable television system,
that beginning August 1st there will be a $2.00 rate increase per
month and that they will be offering their customers optional
maintenance of their house wiring at fifty cents per month.
Motion
by Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to
approve the additional channels and the rate increase.
A petition for vacation of 3rd Street S.W. from Main Street south to
the end of the block was received. Motion by Wegner, seconded by
Schmidtke and carried unanimously to accept the petition. Motion by
Vollbrecht, seconded by Melchert and carried unanimously to pass
Resolution 1996-4 setting a hearing on vacation.
Resolution 1996-4

(

WHEREAS, a petition of property owners abutting 3rd Street in
the City of Morristown, was received by the city clerk on the 11th
day of April, 1996, requesting that the City Council vacate 3rd
STreet between Main Street south to the end of the street.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MORRISTOWN,
MINNESOTA: the council will consider the vacation of such street and
a public hearing shall be held on such proposed vacation on the 3rd

