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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
January 6, 1992
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, January 6, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Jack O'Rourke.
Councilmembers present
were Jim Buscho and George Leppert. Also present were Virginia
Schmidtke, city clerk and Charles Krenik, treasurer.
Absent were
CounciImembers Loren Dahle and Linda Hruska.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 2, 1991, and
of a special meeting held December 16, 1991, as printed.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $29,210.38 in
the general account and $218,959.20 in the savings account.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried
approve the December police report as printed.

unanimously

to

Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously
approve the December Fire Department report as printed.

to

Virginia Schmidtke was told to instruct Arnie Schlinger to
the snow emergency route signs tomorrow, January 7, 1992.

install

Jack Schwichtenberg was present and suggested installing a sign
the Dam showing the 1965 high water mark. Jim Buscho volunteered
look into the matter.

at
to

The claims and accounts presented for payment were discussed. Motion
by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to pay the
printed and late claims totaling $1,293.33 from the General Fund,
$37.28 from the Morristown Fire Department Fund, $205.88 from the
Water Fund, $14.23 from the Sanitary Sewer Operations Fund and
$229.06 from the Sanitary Sewer Debt Fund.

/

1

A check was received from Joe's Plumbing and Heating, Inc for $375
for repairing a portion of 2nd Street S.W. Although the city paid M
and W Blacktopp.ing $800 for the repair, Joe's Plumbing claims $375
was the amount M and W said was Joe's cost. Virginia Schmidtke is to
look into the matter.

Council Minutes, January 6, 1992

Page 2

A check issued to U.B.C. totaling $381.86 in October but that has
not cleared the bank was discussed.
Mayor O'Rourke stated that he
gave them the check approximately three weeks ago.
Mike Keogh, city attorney, was present and discussion was held in
regards to amending the liquor ordinance to clearly define closing
time and time the bar is to be vacated and to include that no minors
are to be in the bars without a parent or guardian. It was discussed
to follow the state closing time of 1:00 Monday through Saturday and
to include seasonal 3.2 beer sales licenses in the ordinance.
Lawrence Wille, Steve Kallestad and Jack Schwichtenberg were present
and discussion was held concerning a request by the Morristown
Historical Society to enter into a contractual agreement with the
city with regard to responsibilities and control of the Morristown
Feed Mill. It was decided to form a committee of Councilmembers and
Historical Society members to draft a proposal for discussion.
Lengthy discussion was held in regards to opening the waterway and
installing a water wheel.
A councilmember expressed his concerns
with regards to insurance, safety and cost of opening the waterway.
Mike Keogh recommend contacting the Department of Natural Resources
concerning whether or not they would allow a waterway.
It was decided to table discussion of creating a reporting form to be
used by the Maintenance Department until the next meeting.
George Leppert reported that the bridge for the dam will be shipped
around the first of February.
Specifications did not included
mounting bolts for the bridge. The contractor agreed to install the
bolts and will bill the city.
A discussion concerning
February meeting.

per

diem

expense

was

Discussion in regard to the sale of the sander
portable generator was shelved until later .

tabled

and

until

purchase

the
of

a

Mayor O'Rourke volunteered to contact the Townships
to
make
arrangements to meet to negotiate new fire protection contracts.
The goals which were set in January, 1991, were reviewed.
It was decided to back flush
summer.

homeowners

water

service

lines

this

Discussion was held concerning a complaint of low water pressure at
Curt Braun's apartments. It was suggested that Arnie Schlinger check
the pressure at the hydrants and at the meter.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to
approve the following appointments:
Official Depository
State Bank of Morristown
Public Health
Rice County Environmental Services
Official Newspaper
Faribault Daily News
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Police Officer
City Clerk
City Treasurer
City Attorney
Acting Mayor
Animal Control
Community Education
Community Hall
Fire Commissioner
Police Commissioner
Streets
Parks
Water
Sewer
Solid Waste
Weeds
Zoning Board Members

Randy Baumgard
Virginia Schmidtke
Charles Krenik
Michael Keog'h and Kurt F i sher
George Leppert
George Leppert
Linda Hruska
Linda Hruska
Jack O'Rourke
Jack O'Rourke
George Leppert
George Leppert
Jim Buscho
Jim Buscho
Loren Dahle
Loren Dahle
Richard Sammon Zoning Board
Commissioner
Lawrence Wille, Zoning Board
Chairman
Steve Felix
Lawrence Churchill
Karl Luiken
Glen Kodack
Virginia Schmidtke, Secretary
Morristown Task Force
George Leppert
Virginia Schmidtke
Jim Warnemunde
Jim Hermel
Don Nordmeier
Civil Defense Director
John Blackmer
The Fire Department Officers will be appointed at the next regular
meeting.
Don Nordmeier invited the councilmembers to the Fire
annual meeting which will be held January 27, 1991.

Department's

Chief Nordmeier announced that the Fire Department plans to purchase
six new pagers and update some old ones. He also reported that the
Department is looking at a different rescue truck.
George Leppert and Jim Buscho were appointed to establish guidelines
for use of monies received from rehabilitation repayments.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to pass
Resolution 1992-1.
Resolution 1992-1
WHEREAS, The Energy Grant Program ended June 30, 1991, and
all funds obligated to the program were dispersed as per agreement
and,
WHEREAS, The balance of $3,486.02 in the Energy Grant
Program Fund is reimbursement monies from Northern States Power
Company, Minnegasco and the Department of Public Safety for office
expenses and supplies paid for with monies from the General Fund,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
MORRISTOWN, MINNESOTA, To transfer the balance of $3,406.01 from the
Energy Fund to the General Fund and to close the Energy Fund account.
Adopted this 6th day of January, 1992.
All councilmembers present voted yes to the question.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to pass
Resolution 1992-2.
Resolution 1992-2
WHEREAS, An error was made by depositing the monies for
the sale of Lot 1, Block 2, Meschke Addition into the General Fund
instead of the General Obligations Funding Bonds of 1980 Fund,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
MORRISTOWN, MINNESOTA, To transfer the monies from the sale of the
lot $4,258.73, from the General Fund to the General Obligations
Funding Bonds of 1980 Fund.
Adopted this 6th day of January, 1992.
All councilmembers present voted yes to the question.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to pass
Resolution 1992-3.
Resolution 1992-3
WHEREAS, The balance on January 6, 1992, of the General
Obligations Funding Bonds of 1980 Fund is minus $2,687.55 and
WHEREAS,
The assessments for paying the bonds ended
December 31, 1990, and,
WHEREAS, All assessments and all property taxes designated
to pay these bonds have been collected,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
MORRISTOWN, MINNESOTA, To transfer $2,687.55 from the General Fund
to the General Obligations Funding Bonds of 1980 Fund and close the
account,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That if there are any delinquent
taxes collected in the future for this obligation or if other lots in
Meschke Addition are sold, that all monies collected be deposited
into the General Fund.
Adopted this 6th day of January, 1992.
All councilmembers present voted yes to the question.
The council denied a request from Sallie Valek asking the city to
clear a lot, which she recently purchased from the city in Meschke
Addition, of branches and debris.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to hire
Judd, Ostermann, Demro and Kellogg to audit the
1990
Water
Improvement Project Fund as required by Farmer's Home Administration.
Mike Keogh, city attorney,
the open meeting law. The
action, pending litigation
two members of the council

discussed with the council exceptions to
exceptions are to discuss disciplinary
and union contracts. He recommended that
meet to discuss .job expectations with city
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personnel rather than having a closed meeting. He stated that two
members of the council can meet without breaking the open meeting
law.
It was discussed to have a public hearing to assess
removing the debris from the property of Gladys Kisor.

the

cost

of

Discussion was held regarding what to do with a petition to blacktop
4th Street S.W. which was not signed by one hundred percent of the
property owners. It was decided to wait until Spring and talk to the
one property owner who had not signed the petition to explain the
added costs involved in going through the public hearing process.
Virginia Schmidtke reported that the city receive a check totaling
$8,321 from the League of Minnesota Insurance Trust Program which is
the city's share of the monies the League is returning to the members
of the property/casualty program for 1991.
Information was received concerning a meeting of the Minnesota Rural
Organizing Project which will be held January 7, 1992 at St. Olaf
College in Northfield.
A meeting will be held at the University of Minnesota - Waseca on
Tuesday, January 7th in Mankato concerning future use of the
facilities in Waseca.
The 1992 Minnesota Conference on Tourism will be held February 4 in Duluth.
Department of Trade and Economic Development Seminars
throughout the State beginning January 6th.
On January 23, Rice County Class
Faribault Junior High School.

of

2010

will

will

be

premiere

at

6

held
the

Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to
raise the retirement of firemen who have served at least 20 years to
$600 per year.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried to
meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk

(

adjourn.
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
February 3, 1992
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, February 3, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at
109 2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Jack O'Rourke.
CounciImembers present
were Jim Buscho, Linda Hruska and George Leppert. Also present were
Virginia Schmidtke, city clerk and Charles Krenik, treasurer. Absent
was Counci1 member Loren Dahle.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 6, 1992,
printed.

to
as

Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $93,452.45 in
the general account and $218,959.20 in the savings account.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried
approve the January police report as printed.

unanimously

to

Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously
approve the January Fire Department report as presented.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
appoint the following Fire Department officers as recommended by the
Fire Department:
Fire Chief
Ernest Nordmeier
1st Assistant Fire Chief
Steve Nordmeier
2nd Assistant Fire Chief
John Schlie
Secretary
Leon Gregor
Training Officer
Darrel Hopman
Don Nordmeier reported that he attended a Mutual Aid meeting in
Ellendale and that discussion was held concerning the ice storms that
area experienced in October and November. Don recommended that the
city purchase a portable generator so the city is able to pump water
from the system in an emergency.
During the discussion it was
suggested to contact the National Guard concerning the number of
generators they have available for emergencies or to. use Fire Relief
gambling monies to purchase a generator.
It was determined that
gambling funds from the Fire Relief Association are not available as
funds have been designated for a new fire truck. It was decided to
discuss the matter at another meeting.
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Jim Buscho presented a proposal from Arnie Schlinger concerning
contracting labor to operate and maintain the water and sewer system.
It was decided to discuss the proposal at the next regular council
meeti ng.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
purchase enough snow emergency route signs for each side of the
street for every block along the snow emergency route.
Arnie
Schlinger was instructed to order and install the signs.
Steve Nordmeier was present and announced that the Dam
Days
celebration will be May 29, 30 and 31.
Discussion was held
concerning the advertising budget. The council agreed to donate $500
towards advertising as budgeted for 1992.
Steve Nordmeier voiced concern because the driveway in front of the
fire hall was not plowed after the last snow storm.
Jim Buscho
stated that he spoke with Arnie Schlinger regarding the matter and
that in the future the driveway will be cleared as soon as possible
after a snow storm.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to
allow Arnie Schlinger to attend a Wastewater Operations Seminar in
Bloomington March 18, 19 and 20 and the Southeast
Minnesota
Waterworks Operators annual three day school to be held March 10, 11
and 12 in Rochester and to pay the registration fees.
The claims and accounts presented for payment were discussed. Motion
by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to pay the
printed arid late claims totaling $2 866.57 from the General Fund,
$256.75 from the Morristown Fire Department Fund, $22,012.28 from the
Water Fund, $253.33 from the Sanitary Sewer Operations Fund and
$9,188.7 1 from the 1990 Water Improvement Project Fund.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
Resolution 1992-4,
Resolution 1992-4

pass

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF
MORRISTOWN,
MINNESOTA, to accept the Water Storage Standpipe as constructed by
Engineering America, Inc. and to pay the final payment of $2,000.
Adopted this 3rd day of February, 1992.
All counciImembers voted yes to the question.
Motion by O'Rourke, seconded by Buscho
pass Resolution 1992-5.

and

carried

unanimously

to

Resolution 1992-5
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF
MORRISTOWN,
MINNESOTA, to accept Well No. 2 as constructed by L.T.P. Enterprises
and to pay the final payment of $6,680.80 ($15,280.80 less $8,600
liquidated damage).
Adopted this 3rd day of February, 1992.
All counci1 members voted yes to the question.
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Unfinished Business:
A. Liquor Ordinance - Virginia Schmidtke reported that she did not
receive a draft of the proposed ordinance from the city attorney
B. Morristown Historical Society Lease Agreement - Mayor O'Rourke
announced that no action has been taken.
C. Maintenance Department Report Form - Tabled indefinitely.
Per Diem expenses were discussed. Motion by Leppert, seconded by
Buscho and carried unanimously to pay $20 per day for meals and to
pay for motel accommodations upon receiving paid receipts. Motion by
Leppert, seconded by Hruska to pay 26 cents per mile.
from
the
Commerci al

Virginia Schmidtke presented a donation of $163.35
Commercial Club for the park. It was decided to send the
Club a thank you letter.

Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously
authori zi ng Mayor O'Rourke to request $10,000 from the Morristown
Fi re Relief Association to purchase a computer and a rescue truck.
Don Nordrneier announced that the city was the successful bidder for a
1984 rescue truck from the City of Ripon, Wisconsin.
Motion by
Hruska, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to pay the City of
Ripon $6,200 for the truck.
Discussion was held in regard to cleaning water service lines.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
offer the service at a cost to the homeowner of $25 with the first
notice to be sent March 1, a second notice to be sent March 20, sign
up by April 1 and to clean the lines the last two week in April.
Virginia Schmidtke announced that the City received
1991 franchise fee, from Cannon Valley Cablevision.

$2,136.40,

the

A letter from Darrel Hopman in regard to him having no water pressure
was read and discussed.
It was determined that none of the
counciImembers, the police, the city clerk nor the water/sewer
operator have received any complaints of no water pressure.
It was
decided to have the clerk respond to Mr. Hopman's letter.
Virginia Schmidtke reported a complaint has been received from Dave
Shafer of terrible smelling water.
Arnie Schlinger was asked to
investigate the complaint from Dave Shafer as well as the complaint
from Darrel Hopman.
Jim Buscho reminded the council that the council office
free area and that the rule applies at all times.

is

a

smoke

Randy Baumgard was present with bids for a new radar system.
During
discussion it was determined that the present radar works fine and
there is no need for new radar.
Jim Buscho announced whoever charges at the Morris Mart must sign and
receive a ticket which is to be given to the clerk for payment.
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George Leppert reported that a bid of $1,643 was received from Healy
Construction to install the new bridge on the Dam. Motion by Buscho,
seconded by Leppert and carried
unanimously
to
have
Healy
Construction install the bridge and set the anchors.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Buscho and carried
meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk

0

(

to

adjourn.
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MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Special Meeting
February 25, 1992
A special meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
by Mayor Jack O'Rourke on Tuesday, February 25, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at 109 2nd Street S. W. Councilmeinbers present
were Jim Buscho, Linda Hruska and George Leppert. Also present were
Virginia Schmidtke, clerk and Richard Sainmon, Zoning Administrator.
Councilmember Loren Dahle arrived at 7:15 p.m.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the issuance
permit and juvenile x^roblems.

of

a

zoning

Discussion was held concerning whether a zoning permit issued to
Scott Wenker on February 19, 1992, to rebuild a house which was
destroyed by fire should have been issued since it may be in the B-l
Highway Commercial District and because of the lack of information on
the application form.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Lep]?ert and carried unanimously to
temporarily withdraw the zoning permit recently issued to Scott
Wenker until the state of the property - whether it is zoned R-l
Residential or B-l Highway Commercial - has been determined, after
determination is made by the County Assessor as to the fair market
value and until a satisfactory completed application is submitted by
Mr. Wenker.
Discussion was held concerning recent problems with juveniles and the
number of incidents which happened during the previous weekend.
It
was decided to arrange a meeting with Jim Haas, Rice County Probation
Officer, the County Attorney who prosecutes juveniles and the city
attorney to discuss the problem.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Leppert and carried to
meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk

adjourn.

The

City of Morristown
Best Little Town By A "Dam Site"

^
Box 362
Morristown, MN 55052
(507) 685-2302

MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
March 2, 1992
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, March 2, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 109
2nd Street S.W. by Assistant Mayor George Leppert.
Councilmembers
present were Jim Buscho, Linda Hruska and Loren Dahle.
Mayor
O'Rourke arrived at 7:25 p.m.
Also present were Virginia Schmidtke,
city clerk and Charles Krenik, treasurer.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Dahle and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting' held February 3, 1992, and
the minutes of the special meeting held February 25, 1992, as
printed.
Mo I ion by Dahle, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to accept
the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $62,272.15 in the
general account and $218,959.20 in the savings account.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Dahle and carried
approve the February police report as printed.

unanimously

to

Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
approve the February Fire Department report as presented by Fire
Chief Ernie Nordrneier.
A letter from Michael Everist, Loss Control Consultant with Berkley
Risk Services, was discussed.
The. letter asked the council to
respond within 60 days regarding' the status of how the council
intends to address the loss control recommendation which is that the
council review its policy of allowing minors to ride in city
vehicles. They recommended .that the council discourage this except
in extraordinary or specifically controlled circumstances. The Fire
Chief and City Clerk are to respond to the letter.
Discussion was held regarding complaints of rusty water. Jim Buscho
reported the water was rusty because water was drawn at the
Maintenance Shop to fill a truck.
It was decided, that in the
future, to draw the water from Well Number One and shut the water off
from going into the system. Jim volunteer to discuss the matter with
A rJi j e Schli nger.
Scott Wenker was present to discuss the reasons why his zoning permit
was temporarily revoked. He was told three things must be done, he
must: submit a completed application form, it must be determined by
the city whether the property is in the R-l Residential or B-l
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Highway Commercial district and, if the house is in the B-l Highway
Commercial District, he must apply for a conditional use permit to
rebuild it.
Mayor O'Rourke arrived at this point in the meeting and conducted the
remainder of the meeting.
Larry Dahle was present to discuss whether the city will install the
sewer main from 3rd Street S.E. to 100 feet of his property or if
not, whether the council will allow him to install septic systems to
four lots he plans to plot on his property south and east of Nathan's
Addition. It was decided to obtain elevations so the council can
make a determination as to whether or not they will install sewer to
the property line.
Steve Nordineier, Dam Days Chairman, was present and asked the city to
provide the street sweeper and an operator for street cleanup on
Saturday, Sunday and Monday of Dam Days. He also requested $500 for
advertising and renewal of the Jaycees non-intoxicating liquor
1icense.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
the printed and late claims totaling $8,529.13.

( :

pay

Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried to grant an on-sale
non-intoxicating liquor license to the Jaycees as per application.
Councilmembers voted as follows:
Dahle, Hruska, Leppert
and
O'Rourke, yes; Buscho, no.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Leppert and carried to pass
1992-6.
Reso 1 i! Lion 1992-6

Resolution

WHEREAS, The Morristown Firemen's Relief Association has
submitted an application to renew a Class B Gambling Permit License
to conduct gambling at Snappy Dan's,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MORRISTOWN
to approve the application as submitted.
Adopted this 2nd day of March, 1992.
Councilmembers voted as follows:
Dahle, Hruska, Leppert
and
O'Rourke, yes; Buscho, no.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried to pass
1992-7.
Resolution 1992-7

,
\

Resolution

WHEREAS, The Morristown Firemen's Relief Association has
submitted an application to renew a Class B Gambling Permit License
to conduct gambling at Archie's Bar,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MORRISTOWN
to approve the application as submitted.
Adopted this 2nd day of March, 1992,
Councilmembers voted as follows:
Dahle, Hruska, Leppert
and
O'Rourke, yes; Buscho, no,
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Dennis Schulz, President of the
Morristown
Firemen's
Relief
Association, presented a check of $15,000 from the Morristown
Firemen's Relief Association to be used towards the purchase of a new
fire truck.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to pass
Resolution 1992-8.
Eesolution 1 99 2-8
WHEREAS, Pittsburg' Tank and Tower has submitted a request
for Partial Payment Estimate 1 totaling $11,828.00
THEREFORE, NOW BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
MORRISTOWN, to approve the payment as requested.
All Councilmembers voted yes to the question.
Alan Hirsch, Bargen, Inc., presented information on asphalt rubber
crack repair maintenance services their firm offers.
Minimum order
is 3,000 pounds at $1,48 per pound which will repair approximately
seven city blocks.
Virginia Schmidtke reported that she has not received a draft of
proposed liquor ordinance from the city attorney.

the

Discussion was held concerning a request from the
Morristown
Historical Society to enter into a lease agreement concerning the
Feed Mill. The January 6, 1992, council minutes revealed that a
committee representing the Historical Society and the Council is to
be formed to draft an agreement. No one was appointed to represent
the council either at the January 6th meeting or this one.
No action was taken in regard to designing a
f orm.

maintenance

department

It was decided to have a special meeting to discuss a proposal from
Arnie Schlinger for contracting labor for operation and maintenance
of the water and sewer system.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to send
a letter to the Waterville City Council requesting' permission to hire
their available part-time officers during Dam Days.
A letter from Karl Luiken requesting the city to sponsor him so that
he can get, his part-time police license and also requesting that the
city officially hire his as a part-time police officer was discussed.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Dahle and carried unanimously to give
Karl a letter of sponsorship as requested.
No action was taken
regarding his request to hire him as part-time police officer.
Discussion was held regarding a recommendation from Randy Baumgard
that the city offices be made more secure.
It was discussed to
install a dead bolt on the door, install a security light on the west
side of the building, install bars on the windows and/or install an
alarm system. Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried to
have Randy obtain prices on the above suggestions.
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A letter was received from the Minnesota Department of Transportation
stating turning movement field counts will be taken in April before a
decision is made concerning the city's request for a warning device
at C.S.A.H 16 and Highway 60 during the bridge replacement project on
C . S . A .H . 4-4.
A letter from was received from
Kenneth
Kubista
requesting
reimbursement for towing and for damage he claimed xvas caused by
towing. Randy Baumgard explained that Mr. Kubiskta left his stalled
car parked on a snow emergency route street on a Friday evening
during a storm, that the snow plow plowed around the car on Saturday
and that Randy had it towed on Saturday night.
Motion by Hruska,
seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to deny reimbursement to
Mr. Kubista because he was in violation of the Snowbird Ordinance.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
Resolution 1992-9 approving Contract Change Order Number One
B.H. Heselton Company.

pass
from

Discussion was held in regard to a request fer Glen Kodack to contact
Julian Goettl by letter instead of waiting until he comes home to
discuss the blacktopping of 4t.h Street S.W. It was decided wait and
talk to Mr. Goettl when he comes home.
Discussion was held in concerning amending" the Dog Ordinance in
regard to increasing the impound fees and charging a fee for
transporting the dog to Faribault.
George Leppert volunteered to
draft the changes for the next council meeting.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
appoint Fran Rutz , Virginia Schmidtke, Ethel Schwichtenberg and Joyce
Wenker election .judges for the presidential primary election to be
held April 7, 1992.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried to grant the
American Legion Post 149 a one day temporary on-sale liquor license
as per application on file. Councilmembers voted as follows: Dahle,
Hruska, Leppert and O'Rourke, yes; Buscho, no.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Leppert and carried
approve the 1991 Financial Statement as submitted.

unanimously

to

Loren Dahle reported on a meeting he attended regarding a proposed
yard waste program in Rice County. Each city within the county will
probably maintain their own program with Rice County purchasing a
wood chipper that each city could rent.
Virginia Schmidtke presented information regarding the State's plan
to fund, federally mandated tests for lead, pesticides and other
contaminants in drinking water. The proposed plan charges each home,
business or school a statewide connection fee of $5.00 per year.
Without the statewide service connection fee the cost would be S3 ,400
pe r ye a r pe r well.
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Motion by Hruska, seconded by Leppert to increase the garbage rate to
Bros.
$23 per quarter as per rate increase request from Archambauli
Disposal.
Discussion was held concerning a request from Harvy Anderson,
Superintendent Watervi11e-EIysian-Morristown Public School, asking
for a contribution to the scholarship fund. Mo action was taken.
Virginia Schmidtke submitted the following bids for a steel map file:
J.C. Office Products, $658 for a five drawer unit plus base
delivered.
Jandro Office Products, $617 for a five drawer unit, no base
delivered; $588 pick up price.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
purchase the map file and base from J.C. Office Products as per bid.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to send
a letter to Peter Rodosovich and Tom Neuville urging them to continue
to support the 1/2 cent sales tax a.nd that the monies in the Local
Government Trust Fund continue to be distributed to cites,
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously pay the
registration fee for Jack O'Rourke, Randy Baumgard and
Arnie
Schlinger to attend the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust
1992 Safety and Loss Control Workshop in Austin on April 1, 1992.
A letter from the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency announcing funding
for the Minnesota City Participation Program was presented.
Mayor
O'Rourke reported that all of the money has already been allocated.
No action was taken.
Virginia Schmidtke announced that an "Adopt-A-River" Planning meeting
will be held Thursday, March 5th at 6:30 p.m. at the Cannon River
Watershed Partnership Office in Faribault.
Notice was received that the Board of Review meeting
April 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the council chambers.

will

be

held

Virginia Schmidtke announced that a public hearing for the proposed
Rice County Zoning Ordinance will be held March 9, 1992 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Middle School in Northfield,
A letter was received from the Southeastern Minnesota Initiative Fund
inviting the council to a reception for Rice County
donors,
volunteers and grant/loan recipients on Thursday, March 12 in
Northfield.
Discussion was held in regard to purchasing a new copy machine.
Virginia Schmidtke was appointed to get prices for discussion at the
n ext cou nc i1 mee t ing.
A letter was received from Arne
attend a training meeting to
strategies to plan Minnesota 2000
Virginia Schinidtke vo 1 unteered to

Carlson inviting the council to
leaders
with
provide community
Jim Buscho and
co mmunity meeting s
a11e nd the meet i ng
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Discussion was held concerning a letter from Darrel Hopman, Fire
Department member, requesting the council to change the stop signs at
the intersection of Bloomer Street and Division Street so that
Bloomer Street will be a through street and Division Street the
stopping street. Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried
to make the intersection a four-way stop and to purchase and install
four-way stop signs.
Virginia Schmidtke presented a
Project expenditures to date.

copy

of

the

Watermain

Improvement

A letter was received from Charles Becker, attorney representing Keys
Well Drilling, demanding L.T.P. Enterprises and the
City
of
Morristown for payment in the amount of $14,314.68 by Friday, March
6, 1992 or Keys will institute appropriate legal action.
It was
decided to send a copy of the letter to city attorney, Mike Keog'h.
No other action was taken.
A sample resolution from the city of Faribault in support of the
proposal to pave Sakatah Singing Hills Trail from Mankato to
Faribault was presented. Virginia Schmidtke was appointed to prepare
a resolution from the city supporting the proposal.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried to
meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m.

Virginia bcnmicltke
City Clerk

(

adjourn.

The
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Box 362
Morristown, MM 55052
(507) 685-2302

MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Special Meeting
March 19, 1992
A special meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
by Mayor Jack O'Rourke on Tuesday, February 25, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at 109 2nd Street S. W. Councilmembers present
were Jim Buscho, Loren Dahle, Linda Hruska and George Leppert.
Also
present were Virginia Schmidtke, clerk and Lawrence Wille, Zoning
Chai rman.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a zoning
Scott Wenker.

application

from

Lawrence Wille reported that the Zoning Board unanimously voted to
approve a conditional use request from Scott Wenker to rebuild a
house which was destroyed by fire. Motion by Buscho, seconded by
Leppert and carried unanimously to issue a conditional use permit to
Scott Wenker to rebuild his home and to instill into the minutes that
the conditional use permit be granted because the proposed structure
is such that it will act as a buffer between the existing businesses
to the north and the residence and park area to the south and that
the granting of this conditional use permit in no way means to set a
precedent for any future considerations in that or on any adjacent
property.
Scott Wenker inquired as to whether he would be able to obtain a
conditional use permit to build more houses if he acquired adjacent
property. It was the general consensus of the council that he would
not be granted a permit because the area is in a flood plain zone and
the area is zoned B-l Highway Commercial.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Buscho and carried
meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Virginia Schmidtke
City Clerk'

to

adjourn.

The

City of Morristown
Best Little Town By A "Dam Site"

Box 362
Morristown, MN 55052
(507) 685-2302

MORRISTOWN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
April 6, 1992
A regular meeting of the Morristown City Council was called to order
on Monday, April 6, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 109
2nd Street S.W. by Mayor Jack O'Rourke. Counci1 members present were
Jim Buscho, Linda Hruska and Loren Dahle. Also present were Virginia
Schmidtke, city clerk and Charles Krenik, treasurer.
Motion by Leppert, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
amend the minutes of the meeting held March 2, 1992, by changing
paragraph 4, page 4 to read "Discussion was held in regard to a
request for from Glen Kodack to contact Julian Goettl by letter
instead of waiting until he comes home to discuss the blacktopping of
4th Street S. W." and to approve the minutes as amended and to
approve the minutes of the March 19, 1992, minutes as printed.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to
accept the treasurer's report which showed a balance of $60,054.91 in
the general account and $218,959.20 in the savings account.
Margit Johnson, Rice County Recycling Coordinator, was present and
gave the council a packet summarizing the current county waste
management policies and practices. She invited the council to the
Household Hazardous Waste Site Grand Opening to be held May 2nd at
the Recycling Center.
Motion by Hruska, seconded by Leppert and carried unanimously to
approve the March police report as printed.
Discussion was held
concerning whether to send a letter or issue a citation to Dan Minske
concerning a complaint from the Police Department that he is allowing
patrons to stay in Snappy Dan's long past the closing hour.
Motion
by Dahle, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to send Dan
Minske a letter.
A complaint was received that Chuck Larsen was burning
yard. Randy Baumgard was told to give Mr. Larsen a
burning ordinance.

in his back
copy of the

Ernie Nordmeier, Fire Chief, was present and reported on the
following Fire Department activities:
1. Chief Nordmeier stated that the Morristown Fire Department
will host a Regional Training Class for area fire
departments sometime in July.
2. He reported that the new rescue truck is in service and that
the Department would try to sell the 1976 rescue truck to
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Watervi1le-Elysian-Morristown to replace their 1973 air compressor
truck. Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously
to proceed with the sale by sending letters to the city councils of
Watervilie and Elysian.
3. Loren Dahle questioned whether to sell the jeep. There is
no interest to do so at this time.
4
Mayor O'Rourke reported that the Fire Relief Association
donated another $10,000 towards a new fire truck.
Motion by Buscho, seconded by Hruska and carried unanimously to
approve the March Fire Department report as presented by Chief
Nordmei er.
Arnie Schlinger was present and discussion was held concerning the
following works which is to be completed:
Linda Hruska requested that a hole in the road on Ann Street
1
needs to be filled before Grandparents Day on April 16th.
Arnie
was instructed to get mix from the County and fill the hole.
2, The branches in the park need to be picked up.
3, The streets need to be swept.
4, Arnie reported that the electrical materials have been roughed
in at the police office.
It was decided to order 4 four-way stop signs, 18 snow emergency
route signs and 8 dog waste signs.
The bathrooms in the park need to be opened and the water turned
on.
Discussion was held regarding the reasons why the hydrants were
not flushed on the first Wednesday of April.
Jack Schwichtenberg was present and requested that gravel be
placed on the alley in Block 25, Adams and Allen Addition.
Discussion was held regarding a cover for the coal bin by the
Community Hall. Jack O'Rourke volunteered to take care of the
matter.
10, Arnie suggested the the Community Hall floor be cleaned and a gym
finish be applied.
1 1 The trees in the park need to be pruned and some of the trees in
the ball park need to be moved.
1 2, Broken windows at the Feed Mill need to be replaced. Loren Dahle
stated that the Historical Society will take care of replacing t
the windows.
Discussion was held concerning complaints
regarding
unsightly
accumulations of lumber, wood, old buildings, trash and assorted
building materials on property owned by Malcolm Davis, Richard
Randahl, Lowell Ackerman, Darrel Hopman and Carol Huckaby. Motion by
Hruska, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously to send notices to
the property owners ordering them to abate the nuisances.
Discussion was held concerning whether a zoning permit is need to
build a handicapped ramp. Motion by Hruska, seconded by Buscho and
carried unanimously to require the application but to waive the
permit fee for handicapped ramps.
It was decided to allow the Morristown Historical Society use of the
Counci1 Chambers on the fourth Monday of each month for their
meetings as requested by Jack Schwichtenberg.
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Discussion was held concerning a request from the
Morristown
Historical Society to install a sign near the Feed Mill stating that
the Mill is being historically renovated. No action was taken.
Motion by Dahle, seconded by Buscho and carried unanimously
the printed and late claims totaling $12,546.10.

to

pay

Discussion was held in regard to creating a monthly report form to be
used by the Maintenance Department.
Jim Buscho offered several
suggestions. It was decided to continue the discussion at the next
meeti ng.
Discussion was held concerning a proposal from Arnie Schlinger
regarding contracting for water and sewer maintenance. No action was
taken.
It was decided to meet weekly with Arnie Schlinger to schedule work
projects and time lines to complete each project.
Jim Buscho and
George Leppert volunteered to meet with Arnie each Monday morning
duri ng Apri1.
Discussion was held concerning a request to slope the river bank in
Block 3, Tramel Addition. Jack O'Rourke volunteered to meet with
owners to discuss sloping of the bank and the property owners
responsibility to seed it.
Discussion was held concerning the need for a sidewalk ordinance
and/or a sidewalk and driveway installation and material policy.
Discussion was held concerning sponsoring a city-wide cleanup
There was no interest in sponsoring a cleanup day.

day.

It was suggested to pick up brush at the curb one day each month.
Loren Dahle stated that Archambault Bros, would pick up the brush and
haul it to the compost site for $100 if the brush was bundled in six
foot lengths.
Virginia Schmidtke announced that the
donated $500 towards the park project.

Morristown

Women

of

Today

Discussion was held concerning maintenance and weed control of the
property purchased for the water improvement project. It was decided
to allow Larry Dahle to farm the property with the understanding that
the city may destroy the crop with no reimbursement for the crop if
the water!ine needs to be repaired. Motion by Buscho, seconded by
Hruska and to have Mike Keogh draft an agreement.
Discussion was held concerning a suggestion
dedicate the Dam and bridge during Dam Days.

from

Jim

Cooper

to

Discussion was held in regard to dedicate the park.
Loren Dahle
volunteered the Morristown Historical Society to plan the dedication.

